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The SAG Buna-werks a Soviet Corporacion, nad a memaping staff of abon® % sersons
wbick was headed by Maskewich (fru: as Soviet mavacer and was accommddated in a sa.
parate building. The Garman manegi:, toerd consisted of Ur Nellee (fa.l, Zevmeriy
head of the mein laboratory who worked es genesnl monager; Dr.Moll (fmu). an oid
menber of the wmenaging board from the IG period. who was production mansger: and
chiei engineer Schulmacher {fnu), whe was menaging engineer and was resyon=idls
tor the entire mechanisal eyuivren: 2nd appmratus. He controlled the TA/EM sscuion
for electrie power, hemded by Uberii,eniour Thiema (fmu), the TA/M seciion for
rgineconstructior beaded by Or Werneturg {fmui, tke TA{EL electrical section and
the T:/8 construction secilin, headed by Oberingenicur Reiohsrdt (fns!}.
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i, The dnorgsnic section of the Buba-tarkeincludec alil instellationg for 4 produc-
tior of carbide, a soda iye rlant., i pvdroehla-ic acid plant end av
5‘@:?11@ chloride plent.

?‘"h';v organic section inciuded tha man’ua y;&:y pLi £ Wide . hvdropena..
tion, the productisn of tutrdiend? the® 1 o8- o? oA "Skporinosist pians
Tor Bzma-produc wlon according t. the R.tam nethod, A virngar -plent, tn alsonnl

plant, an icetone rlant, an asies plant, a plastics. seétioc. a chthalio mcid =
olant, an Igelit wolant and 2 section for jiquid fuel and lubriesnta

;. Hohkopau also had two lerge piants caysble ¢f eking all kinds off reu i&
might ocour at the works. The woritshops were hbused in Puildings !d

at which: easm‘t&al gpere parts, sach as Devel rear s. could be mﬁuf TE . i *i i
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According to the Prospective Plan which determined the development of the Buna-
~Werke until 1957, the works were to reach & yearly output of 8C,0CC tons of Buna.
The preblem of the execuvion of this plan cesused differsnces between the Soviots
and the German management. While the Soviets advoceted the zrection of a new car-
bide viant , the Germans stated tha? no spece was available for a plant able to
meet the technical requirements of the manufacturing process. The tcrmans finally
sucneeded. Mors officlent apparatus and machinary were scheduled to be installed in
the woritghops to solve the problem of increesed output. Measures adopted at the csi--
bide slant where -~ ° a total of 8 carbide ovens were to be put into cperation,
included the use of 100-% fresh lime for makinz carbide as against the 50-percent
residuai lime used previously; improved dressing of anthracite coke frem foland
and Zwickau by a new crushing and grinding plant; expansion of the power statiorn,
where boiler No 18 had been ingtalled in 1952; the installation of more pWer-
ful transformers from West Germany, after three new high-performance tranaformers
from the SAG-Transformatoren und Motorenmwerks in Uresden~-Niedersedlitz had burnt
out witihin four hours of operation because ¢f faulty construction; the expansion
of the hydraulic plemtt for which the construstion of sdditional buildings had startec
in 1952, and for which a water-intake etetion on the Saale River, a new pump
house and the installation of aix double filters were plarmed to increase the
hourly water consumption from 11,000 cubic meters to 15,000 cublic meters. Alse
planned were the expansion of the caustic scda plant | whose capscity was to be
increasad 33 1/3 percent beczuse the government in East Berlin needed large quan-
tities of sodium hydroxlde for the planned increase of the celluloss productiony
the expansion by 50 percent of the phthalic&eid plant , which,on ordsrs of the
Soviet manegement of the works,had to export large quentities phthelic scid thath
sold well in the world market; the expensior of the styrol plant which, after
sdding a° gixth furnace to the five availebls amd vartially reconditionsd furna-
ces, waa belleved to reach its pre-war cavacity; and the exypension of the hydro.
chloriz acid plant , as large cuantities of hycdrochioric acid were needed for the
manufaciure of Igelit .

The change in the comuercial policy in East Germaany since 9 June 1953 did not
affect the Tuna-Verke budget.

The Repwe plant mentioned iv paragraph 4 ecould produce Bunmd rubber in three stages,
as againgt Jour previousiy required; =~ alsc, far less
residues were obtained and rroduction wus mere vrofitable. This experimeatal plent ,
which had besen erected by order of the Soviezs st a cost of beiween 3,000,000 arnd
4,000,C00 eastmarks,was n success as long as the reguired contact material could
be obteined from Ludwigshafen..ut had to discontinue production as soon as ludwlgs-
hafen fuiled to supply contact material.

The disvosal of the chlorine gas svolved in the production of scdium hydroxide which hed

to be blowvn off was difficuit as. in adverse weather, it exposed the workers to

danger dsspite all precauntionary measures taker. When, in 1952, all of the chlorine
otizined was for some time fiiled into large carboys and was ghipped off,

causing a shortage of chlorins, the old and experienced operating engivesrs of the

Buna-Verke bglieved that thiz gas would be uzed for chemieal warfare and, therefora,

feared bthst war was Imminent. Diver bombz were sllegedly filled at this factory

daring she war.

The Buna-Werke which had no hydrogen plant and wes supplied by ihe Leuna-Werke
wea conaected with the Leuna nient by & pipe line to receive hydrogen.

In late March 1953, the latent diasatisfaction of the workers with the 55D rose
considecably after the govermmeri had snnourced new rmeasures to reduce wages and
after g aew scheme called the work place catalog’was introduced, mesnipg that in
additicn to the increase of umoeid quotas ard the cancellation by the State Rail-~
1oads ol workers®s season tickets, the SED-ganzgement had drafted & new claggifi-
cation of wages resvlting in 8 considerable reluetion for most workers and & doubliqg
of selaries paid to between 15 and 20 persons. General manager Dr Nelles {fnu) has
recelved s monthly salary of 15.000 eastmarks since April 1953. Immediatsly afier
the strike movement in Berlin hed come to theisr notice, on 17 June 1953, the Buna
workers formed strike commiitees and, 2t 9530 a.m., went or strike and continued
only at those plents at which cessation of wory would have csused explosions and
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possible destruction . They removed snd burnedall pletures of Stalih, lemnin,
Ulbricht and Grotewohl Ker) Verx and Ligcle 2s well as all SED siresrers,
SED persornel files and the library. The 3:I functionariee were umable to inter-
fere znd fled. When it vecsne known that Leuna vorkers platned to mareh to
Merseburg, the EBuns wogkers joined in ard libverated from the Herscburyg pri-
son mmercus politieal peisoners including E-year cld children, who had been in
jell for several months for having had West Germen papers. In the af'terroon of .
17 June, nurerous ucrkers of the Buna-Wegk: pariicipated in the upriding in Halle,
during which, prior to the intervention of the Soviet tanks in the evering of
17 Jure, the SED government lost control, Un 18 June, when Scviet tanks,
antitenk suns and machine gun ugits under the command of a Soviet general appear-
ed at the Buna-Werls and, in the presence of Markevich (fnu), the Soviet manager
of the Duna-Werks attempted to force the siriking workers ito resume work, the ia-
tor force 6f the Bune-Werle informed the Soviet general that they would blast the
carbide feetory by conveylng oxygen into the plant or shutting off the cooling
weter supply, unless the Scviet units be withdrawn immediately. The 3ovieb general
actunlly withdrew that very dey. After the workers of the Buma-Verkehad threatored
to go on strike agein, unless all Bura workers who had been arrested for strik-
ing on 17 end 18 Jun® be relemsed, all workers of the carbide factory were freed.
except for two who were probably killed in jail. Un 23 June, the dead of the re-
bellion were buried, with the siren sounded Ly the workers and a black flag hoipt~
ed as & aign of wourning.iher the SEU managsment protested against tls acticnm,
they werz told that it was ridievlous for the SED to expect tie workers of the
Buna-Werk %o arrange demonstrations for the Rosenberg aocuple and not to demensitrake
for their fellow-werkers.

On 26 June 1953, Fred Oelssner.member of the Politbuero and SED Lheorist, was to
discuss the situation at a larze meeting neio a2y tné buna-Werke On 25 June, he had
already made & speech &% & Leuna-Werkenesting to which only rcliable 3ED members
and bosses had been invited. Thie made it pomsible for him to state without being
contredicted ,that the events on 17 June had bheen provek& by Western ageats and
that the Fast German zovernmeni deserved the full confidence of the workers. He
thus was able to make the meeting approve a resoclutior, whieh had been pre-
vicusly drafted, and t& have a telegranm sent to the government in Berlin. When
the other workers of the Leuna-Verkelearned wha% had happeved;they were infuriated
and forthwith {nformaé thelr fellow workers. Since the trade union leaders of the
variove opersting sections,who, in contrast to the union leaders of the entire
vlant snd the fndividusl brenches, sided with the workers, had distributed the
admispion tickets for the meeting , numdous workers, who disagresd with the SED
policy were admitted to the meeting, Which therefore was rather turultuons. Aa
he made his speech, Delesner was comtinually interrupted and his statemente wers
refuted as lies. The SED govermment was charged with betfeying both the working
population and Germany and was requested to resign ferthwith. The Freier Deutscher
Gewerkscheftsbund (Free Germen Trade Ass8eiation) (FDGB) was sharply criticized as
not representing the interests of the workerg,and Oelssner was blunitly told that
he and his colleagues of the Pollitbuero were not entitled to speal in beha. .
of the German laborers. The entire German SEU govermmsnt wag called upon to re-
sign and permit free slections to make possible the election of a govarmment
vhich would serve the ration's interests. & resolution which had been plamned at
the end of the meeting and a telegram of allegiance to the workers in Berlin, as
adopted at the preceding meeting at the Leuna plant,were turned down by the
me. Jority.

| |the situation in Sast Germany had completely
changed after 17 June, although the SED goverrmemt had regained govermmental
E’,mw the aid of Meéscow,and Ulbricht had survived the crisis. [ | 25X1

as a result of the events on 17 Jume, ‘tbe mtddle and low-ramking func-

ionzries felt rather embarraseed end po longer dared carry out orders ané in-
struetions they regeived from Last Berlin. They feared the revenge and resgistance
of the workers, ap they had scen that, during the critisal period after 17 June,
the middle and lowor SED functiomaries had been held responsible for mistekes made
by top-level SED funetiomaries who tried $o decszive the workers. Realizlng the
resistance by the workers, all low-ranking Tuncilonaires,therefore tried to hedge
politically and carried out SED orders only reluctantly or not at all, vhile the
people in Last Germany gained more self-assurence and were no longer willing to
executs indiscrimirately any order issued by the 3ED.
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Mogscow after the evenis of
14. Soviet menager Merkevich was ordered to apﬁ.ﬂﬂng_;l
17 Jurs. He had not returned by 10 August. ¥oscow removed

> 25X1
him because of the strikes at the Buna-Werks. In late July, several other persons
employed at the Buna-Werkewere arrested. Their fate was unknown.
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